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i.BJ Bobb‘ A ’feé on ClA Issue,

‘mnlr_nversial ‘issue like th
of " political
President Humphrey doesn
on the issue.

This interesting development
.came Thursday when LBJ
. finally,. through a devious proc-
258, came out in defense of the
Central Intelligence Agency. His
" effort to boost.the morale of the
spysbav outfit was along the
lines of Senatur Kennedy's own
defense of the ngency Tuesday.

And it should be noted that
when Senator Kennedy spoke his
piece, Mr, Humphrey, in Palo
-Alto, Calif., was expressing great
distress over the CIA's under-
| cover financial intrusion into the
‘national Student Association.
Hubert said he was ‘“not at all
,\happy about what the CIA has
| been doing.””

Mr, Humphrey's sniping was
ifion and Weliare Secretary
who considered the
ClA's ynuth organnatmn infiltra-
i ‘tion methods a “mistake,” Both

_— By TED. LEWIS
Chicago Tribune Press Service -

WASHINGTON Feb. 24—When President Johnson|have defended the CIA emphati-
and Bobby Kennedy have a meeting of minds on any

R

e CIA, we have an event

importance — particularly when Vice

t see eye to eye with mthor

should have kept their mnu(hs
shut, at least pending werd on!
the official White House linc.

Mr. Gdrdner, as a member of,
the President’s special CiA Re.
view Board (along with CiA Di.
reclor Richard Helms zira Un-
dersecretary of Stale Niv i.olu
Katzenbach), should . obvious!
have kept silent -until all thc
facts were in hand by the inves-
hgatorv group,

Mr. "Humphrey should have
kept mum for sound pulitical
reasons. He does want o fin
with LBJ again in 1966, and he
should never box hlmsvl[ into a
corner which gives Bobby an ad-
vantage on the Lyndon level,

This recital does not mean that
Bobby . and the President are
finaliy' like that, even if they
agree on this one issue.

Failed 'to "Take Stand | . /

ident did not like'to be in the
position.-of following Bobby in

“but H’umphre v Diffe

The chances are that ihe Pres—|

when in hmdsnght it appeared

cally in the beginning of disclo-]
sures, instead of nammg a board,

But Mr. Johnson failed to take
that strong personal stand., As a
Iresult Bobhy was able to grab
| the chici defender role and the
;headlines.
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port" ‘and that was that. He was -
that. thes White House should (thus on record,

¥

to study -the situation.’ 5

finally. Previ-
ously he had tmally sidestepped
a firm position and, also through

a secand party, assured the edu-)

 cational community that he
favored preservation of its '‘in.
‘tegrity and independence.,”

In contrast, Bobby Kennedy
has spoken for himself on this:
!subject right along. It may well

“As the New York spnak" said, ihe that there was evidence in

hit \- as umfair to make the CIA®
““take the rap’ [or its undercover ‘or
subsidizing operations, especially -
as the policy. decisions are not-
made by the (CIA, but-at the
highcst levels of the Truman,
Ikv Kennedy, ard ‘Johnson ad-

President finally came around to
saying Thursday R T

Devious Arrangcmcut

| We were tipped shortly before !
the White House made it known
its Bobby-like views that the;
President was going to "get back
at Bobby.” But any perusal of’
the developments which followed
showed that the Presndent was
really "‘teying to catch up with
Bobby." i

~The arrangement was a de-
vious one which fooled only the
naive, On Tuesday night, the‘
White House said, LBJ asked]
Mr, Kalzénbach for a !status:

C A

‘Mr. G ardner and M r. Humphrey
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defensé of .the CIA.— ea eciall
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P " |plained,

report” on (he presidential

mmsalmlmm . '
This was just abnut what lhe‘

panel's inquiry, That was what y
was supplied and made publicl
“Thursday. It only pointed out

. what. has been generally ac~,~happy, coalltioq while it’ lasts—"
. ceptcd — namely that the CIA] .which WOq‘t be for long.

'in its youth organization finance,

/ling activities has only been act- .

ing’in accord with National Se-
curlty Council policy decisions’
made in 1952 and 1954, and still
‘in effect. a

{LBJ on Record N TR

This XKatzenbach dncumcnt.
‘praised the CIA as composed of|

“many farsighted and courage. . % L

ous Americans” serving their
country in perilous channels.,
Thus it supplied the President
with a means of catching up
iwith Bobby without, it was
hoped, appearing to do just that,,

The President, - it was «x-
“agrees. with the cone
«Clusions in, this, preliminary’ res

the I(onnedy admlniﬂralmn rec-

ord that he was acuvely engagec
‘in_seeing (hat the infiltration) '
‘policy was carried out properly(

by the CIA. ) P ‘

Bobby Hurt Hlnnell 1

Nevertheless, he could have
been less rather than more emt"
phatic in championing the undery:

cover operation. He made clem.

“to a college audience in Sara-"

toga Wednesday that he would
not swerve from his position, nn!

matter how unpopular it mxght‘ '

be among the students.

Bobby definitely has -nol
gained any grass-roots political
advantage on this {ssue. On the'’
contrary, he has definitely hurt
his image among the young

jvoters to whom he has always

most appealed, and whose sup-
port he has always striven for
—even on a global basis,

‘But at least today he has the

President on his side on the
CIA issue.. And Mr. Humphrey
doesn't, This may. not coun
much, in' the ‘long run, but {t
is an. entertaining it not tod

Saael --‘-‘.. i
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